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Indiana Launches Nation’s First Comprehensive Measure of College Value 
 College Value Index will help Hoosiers make more informed decisions about higher ed  

 
Indiana Commissioner for Higher Education Teresa Lubbers, USA Funds Executive Vice President Carol D’Amico 
and Indiana Youth Institute President and CEO Tami Silverman today unveiled the Indiana College Value Index—a 
statewide and campus-by-campus measure of the benefits and outcomes of postsecondary education.  
 
“We are the first state to measure college value in a way that goes beyond the numbers to show not just how well 
our campuses are doing but also how they can do better,” Lubbers said. “The Indiana College Value Index does 
this by bringing together both quantitative and qualitative information, providing a more complete view of higher 
education performance and value.” 
 
The Indiana College Value Index provides college value profiles for all Indiana public college campuses, focusing on 
three areas aligned to the state’s strategic plan for higher education, called Reaching Higher, Delivering Value: 
Completion, Competency and Career. The index combines quantitative data from the Commission’s College 
Completion Report and Return on Investment Report with qualitative information from the Gallup-Indiana Alumni 
Survey as well as examples provided by the colleges.  
 
The Indiana College Value Index was developed by the Commission with support from USA Funds. In addition to 
providing financial assistance for the Gallup-Indiana Survey, USA Funds offered useful feedback and a shared 
commitment to giving students, families and educators straightforward, practical tools they can use to make well-
informed decisions about postsecondary education. 
 
“It is vital that students across Indiana have access to the information they need to make well-informed decisions 
about their educational paths,” said D’Amico. “The Indiana College Value Index will provide students the insights 
to choose a major and an institution that will prepare them with the skills and knowledge needed for a successful, 
rewarding career after graduation.”  
 

Statewide Highlights 

 Indiana outperforms and outpaces the nation on key measures of college value. Indiana college graduates 
report higher levels of well-being compared to national averages in all surveyed categories. Indiana 
outperforms the national average for on-time completion by over two percentage points as well as for 
extended (six-year) completion by nearly five percentage points. Finally, Indiana college students are less 
likely to take out student loans than their peers (61 percent in Indiana compared to 69 percent 
nationally). 
 

 College pays financially and increases overall well-being. Within five years, graduates from over 85 
percent of degree programs typically earn salaries that exceed the state median ($32,500). Furthermore, 
more than half of Indiana college graduates indicate they are “thriving” in four out of five measures of 
well-being: purpose, community, financial and social. (Physical well-being tested the lowest, with over 
half of graduates indicating they were “struggling.”)  

http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/CollegeValueIndex
http://www.in.gov/che/files/77185_2016_RHDV_Report_Master.pdf


 

 Student choices and engagement matter more than where they attend college. Regardless of where 
students go to college, the data show that short-term and long-term satisfaction and return on 
investment are more closely tied to what students choose to study, course load, and use of campus 
resources. 

 

 Students who receive support on campus are almost twice as likely to say strongly agree that their higher 
education was worth the cost—even if they have student loan debt. This is a clear area for potential 
improvement on Indiana campuses. Less than half of Indiana graduates report having support outside the 
classroom to graduate or to find an internship or job. Only 22 percent report having a professor or mentor 
who cared about them, made them excited about learning, and encouraged them to pursue their goals 

 
About the 2016 Indiana College Value Index 

The Indiana College Value Index includes the following interactive and printable resources to inform students and 
families, secondary and postsecondary educators, policymakers and state leaders, and business and community 
stakeholders:  

 Interactive Online Dashboard (State and College Level Information with National Comparisons) 

 Key Takeaways  

 Statewide Value Profile 

 Frequently Asked Questions 

 What You Can Do 

 Data Notes 

 Printable College Value Profiles for Indiana Public Colleges  
o Ball State University 
o Indiana State University 
o Indiana University Bloomington 
o Indiana University East 
o Indiana University Kokomo 
o Indiana University Northwest 
o Indiana University South Bend 
o Indiana University Southeast 
o Indiana University - Purdue 

University Fort Wayne 

o Indiana University - Purdue 
University Indianapolis 

o Ivy Tech Community College 
o Purdue University Calumet 
o Purdue University North Central 
o Purdue University West Lafayette 
o University of Southern Indiana 
o Vincennes University 

 

In this first year, the Indiana College Value Index does not include extensive Competency metrics for the 
statewide interactive dashboard or the value profile, as these measures are still under development. 
Additionally, some campus value profiles do not include information on graduate satisfaction and 
experiences, because not all colleges chose to participate in the Gallup-Indiana Survey. In the years 
ahead, the Commission aims to have complete information for all campuses.  
 
Furthermore, the Commission will partner with the Indiana Youth Institute to begin a year-long effort to 
gain input from education, community, business and policy stakeholders to identify ways to improve, 
share and use the Indiana College Value Index as a critical tool in postsecondary planning.  
 
“Anyone working toward the college experience may be overwhelmed with questions surrounding the 
process,” says Tami Silverman, president and CEO of the Indiana Youth Institute. “The Indiana College 
Value Index examines three of the biggest questions families, students and counselors may face: how 
likely is a student to graduate? Will that student learn what he or she needs to know while at that 
college? And how likely is a student to find fulfilling employment after graduation? After all, the goal of 
any college degree is to find a meaningful career, while also providing a good return on your 
investment.” 

http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/CollegeValueIndex
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/2016_CVI_Takeaways_9_20-1.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Statewide-9_20.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/2016_CVI_FAQs_9_20.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/2016_CVI_WhatYouCanDo_9_20.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/2016_CVI_DataNotes_9_20-1.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Ball-State-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/ISU-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IUB-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IUE-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IUK-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IUNW-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IUSB-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IUSE-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IPFW-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IPFW-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IUPUI-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/IUPUI-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Ivy-Tech-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Purdue-Calumet-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Purdue-North-Central-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Purdue-West-Lafayette-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/USI-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/USI-2.pdf
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/VU-2.pdf


 
 
 
The Commission will use the Indiana College Value Index to measure the state’s progress achieving the 
goals outlined in Reaching Higher, Delivering Value, Indiana’s updated strategic plan for higher 
education. Learn more about the plan and the Indiana College Value Index at www.che.in.gov.  
 
For more resources, information and support about preparing for and selecting the right college and 
program of study, visit www.LearnMoreIndiana.org, Indiana’s web resource on preparing for college and 
careers. 
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About USA Funds 
USA Funds is a nonprofit corporation that supports Completion With a Purpose, building a more purposeful path 
for America’s students to and through college and on to rewarding careers and successful lives. USA Funds 
pursues its nonprofit mission through philanthropic activities and partnerships, policy research, and programs and 
services that enhance preparation for, access to and success in higher education. Learn more at usafunds.org. 

 
About the Indiana Youth Institute: 
The Indiana Youth Institute’s mission is to promote the healthy development of Indiana children and youth by 
serving the people, institutions and communities that impact their well-being. Learn more at www.iyi.org.  

 

http://www.che.in.gov/
http://www.learnmoreindiana.org/
http://www.usafunds.org/Pages/About.aspx
http://www.usafunds.org/
http://www.iyi.org/

